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March 29, 2020 
 
Dear CVSU Families: 
 
On Thursday, March 26th, Governor Scott announced the dismissal of all schools for in-person 
instructions for the remainder of the 2019 - 2020 school year.  I am interpreting his announcement to 
mean that school is closed or the rest of the year.  However, if we are successful in slowing the spread 
of COVID-19 in Vermont, we MAY see some easing of the restrictions toward the very end of the 
school year.  I will let you know if I hear anything. 
 
Staff at each of the school buildings are working hard to adjust to this new expectation.  In planning for 
longer term on-line learning, they are also taking into consideration your feedback regarding your 
feeling overwhelmed with what we have been asking you to do.  There is a delicate balance to be found 
between needing structure and feeling overwhelmed.  If we miss the mark, PLEASE contact your 
teachers, principal, or me.  We’re in this together and we will figure it out. 
 
Will the students have to make up the time loss from this virus, like over April vacation?  I am not in favor 
of working through April vacation.  I believe everyone needs a break.  That said, the fate of April break and the 
last day of school is in the hands of the Governor.  We will have to wait and see. 
 
If there is school work during this time, is there a penalty if they do not get it all completed?  This question 
is heavy on the minds of teachers as well.  I feel strongly that we will do the best we can to engage your students 
in meaningful work.  We would love your support in communicating the importance of them participating much the 
same way they would if school was in normal session, BUT we do not have the same resources to support 
students in this virtual world who are struggling.  There will be no penalty, but certainly opportunity through 
Pathways type experiences throughout the summer to either get caught up or get ahead.  
 
Will students possibly have to attend school in the summer? Wondering about summer camp/summer 
jobs/vacation plans.  If your student is on some type of support plan (Targeted/Intensive, 504, IEP) it may 
include some summer support services.  Otherwise, please make your family plans as you normally would.  
 
Depending on how long the shutdown lasts, how/when will proficiencies be tested and what happens if it 
takes longer and proficiencies can't be tested? Teachers are wrestling with this dilemma and you will get 
clarification from your schools very soon.  I can promise you, however, that no student (including Seniors) will be 
casualties of this unprecedented shut down of school as we know it.  
 
Will the school be professionally cleaned and disinfected before it opens again?  Absolutely.  The buildings, 
in fact, have already experienced deep cleaning in order to keep essential staff safe.  
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Will track happen this year?  The Vermont Principals Association (VPA) controls all school sports.  We are 
waiting on guidance from them.  
 
For the parent who inquired about nurses working temporarily in locations other than the schools… the 
nurses remain under contract with the schools and have responsibilities with regard to food distribution and 
connecting food insecure families with resources, supporting families with medically fragile children and general 
information/advice dissemination with regard to COVID-19.  Please email me directly at sbollard@cvsu to talk 
more specifically about your question. 
 
In closing, I cannot begin to understand the stress you are all under.  Although we are invested in your children’s 
education, we do not want to unreasonably add to that stress.  I am confident we can figure this out together. 
Please stay in touch with your teachers, principal or me if you need help or support. 
 
Take care.  Be well.  Wash your hands. 
 
Looking forward,  
 
Susette Bollard 
Superintendent 
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